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league to the west of Port-au-Prince. At the appointed signal,
flames arose on all sides. Frightful disorder prevailed in the
town. The blacks, dreading slavery, pursued the whites
through the streets, and even searched for them in hiding-
places. At the recollection of the evils of their past servitude,
marks of which many of them still bore in their mutilated bod-
ies, they saw in the whites only pitiless masters, and slew them
unsparingly, or earned them away as hostages into the moun-
tains. A large number of women, children, and old men
sought in a church an asylum against the rage of their former
slaves, who, in 'spite of the sanctity of the place, were on the
point of sacrificing them as victims to their liberty; but a
priest appeared, and called out for mercy ; presenting the sa-
cred utensils of the altar, and assuaging the wrath of the assaiL-
ants, he saved the lives of the trembling and helpless crowd;
but the raging men hastened away to find, in less hallowed
places, whites on whom they might effectually wreak their ter-
rible vengeance. Boudet, unused to the terrors that arose on
every hand, exhorted his soldiers to mercy. " My comrades,"
he said, " you must regard these people as fellow-citizens; this
is no foreign land, it is your country. Do not make use of your
arms; uncover your breasts to them, in order that those who
follow us may have the right to avenge us." By the treachery
of its defenders, he obtained possession of Fort Bizoton, by
which his progress might have been long stopped. Age was
thinking of surrendering the city itself; but Lamartiniere, in-
dignant at a second instance of perfidy, called into action, for
its defence, all his resolution. At the .council-board, he blew
out the brains of a captain of artillery who refused the keys
of .the arsenal. So daring a stroke put an end to indecision
and enkindled courage; he drew after him four thousand men
to the gate of Leogane, where a redoubt, armed with six pieces
of artillery, defended the town. Death was spread in the
ranks of the French, who advanced slowly, uncertain of the
use they should make of their arms. Soon their ardor burned
up; they rushed across the moat, threw themselves into the
city, and preserved it from the threatened conflagration.,e whom they characterized as " the guilty "
